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Listen-Story %—

I'll be hosting my next “Listen-Story” meeting at the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf in Makakilo (92-585
Makakilo Drive) at 9 a.m. on Saturday, November 22, 2008. | hope to see you there!

Navy Signs Agreement with Hunt Development for Kala  eloa Lands

You might have heard in the news that the Navy has signed an agreement with Hunt Development
Group to convey 499-acres of land in Kalaeloa to them. Leading up to the agreement, | was
contacted by many people in the community who were concerned about what would become of some
of the public amenities in the area.

Alexander requesting that he make every attempt to
protect the interests of community residents who use
Pride and Pointer ball fields, Barbers Point Child Care
Center, and Barbers Point Bowling Center. | followed this
letter up by attending a meeting with Admiral Alexander,
Tony Ching of HCDA, Steve Colon of Hunt, Rep. Sharon
Har, and other community leaders on September 26th.
The meeting was very productive and Admiral Alexander
wrote back on October 15th assuring me that the Navy is
committed to ensuring a smooth transition for these
facilities as Hunt takes control of the land.

Makakilo Elementary School Renovation

It was great news to learn that the Department of Education is moving forward with an

$11.2 million whole school renovation of Makakilo Elementary. The project includes the

replacement of windows, doors, flooring, and cabinets. They'll also be painting the inside
and outside of the school and improving the electrical system. Construction should start in January
2009 and take about 6 months to complete.
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1. Repealing Social Security Number Requirement fo  r Voter Registration

| was contacted by a Kapolei resident who was upset that she had to provide her full Social
Security Number to register to vote. She was concerned about giving out her SSN, given the
increasing problem of identity theft.

We did the research and learned that Hawaii is one of only four states (others being South
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia) in the country that requires a full SSN to register to vote. We
also found out that Hawaii’s law is contrary to the provisions of federal law, which point out that
a person should only have to provide the last 4-digits of their SSN. I've drafted a bill to repeal
Hawaii’'s full SSN provision and to allow a resident to register with only the last 4-digits of their
SSN, their driver’s license number, or State ID number. This should encourage more people to
register to vote and better protect confidential information.

2. 24-Hour Cutoff for Filing Election Nomination P apers

2%

You may have read about the chaos and controversy that ensued this year on July 22, the last
day to file nomination papers for candidates interested in running for public office. The day
before, a City Council seat was left open by the last minute decision of Ann Kobayashi to run
for Mayor of Honolulu. In the race to file nomination papers, a state representative seat was

the required number of signatures 30 minutes before the deadline.

25

‘%ﬁ? made available. There were reports of people obtaining nomination papers and trying to get

In response to this, the Honolulu City Council passed a resolution on September 24th urging
the Legislature to require that nomination papers for elective office be obtained at least 24-
hours prior to the filing deadline. | intend to introduce a bill to do just that and I'm hopeful that it

will make our 2010 election cycle much smoother.

National Guard's Hawaii Civic Leaders Tour

It was awesome to take part in the Hawaii Civic
Leaders Tour of Fort Hood, Texas from October 18 -
22, 2008. The tour gave business and community |
leaders a chance to see up close the 29th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team of the Hawaii Army National
Guard and the vital mission it performs.

You might already be aware that 1,700 of our
Citizen Soldiers, (including my daughter, former
State Representative, 2LT Tulsi Gabbard Tamayo),
are being deployed to Kuwait for a 9-month tour of
duty. For this mission, the 29th Brigade is joining
with 600 soldiers of the 45th Field Artillery Brigade
from Oklahoma to form Task Force Lava Thunder.

During the departure ceremony on October 22, 2008, | congratulated and presented an Honorary
Certificate from the Hawaii State Legislature to Colonel Bruce E. Oliveira, 29th IBCT Commander,
Colonel Glen Moore, 45th FIB Commander, and the heroes of the Task Force Lava Thunder. | wish
them success in completing their mission and look forward to welcoming them all back home safely. |

ask you to please keep all of our soldiers and their families in your prayers.



IPA Student Top 10 Finalist in 2008 National Young  Scientist Challenge

It was an honor to present a commendation from the State Senate to Jack
Uesugi at an Island Pacific Academy school assembly on October 15th.
Jack is an 8th grader and Wahiawa resident who placed in the top ten in the
2008 Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge held in
Washington D.C. in October.

Jack is an exceptionally smart young man who has a very bright future
ahead of him. | couldn't believe that science isn't even his favorite subject in
school! For the competition, Jack was required to create a video using the
theme “The Science of Space.” Jack put together an entertaining 2-minute
visual demonstration of the orbit of satellites around the earth. See Jack's
video at: http://dev-youngscientist.discoveryeducation.cerjust click on “2008

Student Finalists.” The Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge is the premier national
science competition for students. The program is designed to encourage and excite the next
generation of scientists at a critical age when interest in science begins to decline.
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U.S. Vets Celebrates 5th Anniversary

| enjoyed being given the opportunity to say a few words
and present a joint Honorary Certificate with Rep. Har at
the U.S. Vets’ 5th Anniversary celebration in Kalaeloa on
October 17th.

During the past 5 years, over 1,200 veterans have
entered their Veterans-in-Progress program on
Oahu. The program's participants are veterans who
come from the streets, parks, beaches, and emergency
shelters. The vets that accept this opportunity receive a
comprehensive set of services including transitional
housing, daily meals, substance abuse treatment, mental
health and primary care treatment, case management,
employment placement, and legal aid assistance.

The vast majority of participants have been successful upon completing the Veterans-In-Progress
program in finding permanent housing, maintaining sobriety, and increasing their employability, and
income. | commend U.S. Vets - Hawai'i Division Director Darryl Vincent and his staff for their endless
hard work and commitment to our veterans. They provide an invaluable service to our community,

state and nation.

Lokahi Ventures, LLC Groundbreaking

It was a pleasure to congratulate Lokahi Ventures, LLC at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the new Kapolei Business Park,
Phase 2 on September 30th. Lokahi Ventures is an 8-year old
local firm and was responsible for the well-known Wailea Beach
Villas, a 98-unit deluxe vacation condominium project on Maui.

The 54-acre business park is one of the only entitled industrial
parks in Kapolei available to small business owners interested
in buying fee simple land to build a business. Phase 2A is
expected to be completed by the end of 2009. It offers 56
parcels ranging in size from under 0.5 acres to 1.8 acres, with

an average of 0.5-acre lots. Over the next year, Lokahi Ventures plans to invest more than $20 million
to grade the land, as well as install sewer lines, water lines, streetlights, landscaping and roadways.



Honoring Tennis Hall of Famers

Senator Gabbard presented surprise Honorary
Certificates from the Hawaii State Senate to the most
recent inductees of the United States Tennis
Association's Hawaii Pacific Hall of Fame.

The event took place at the Ala Moana Hotel on
October 4th.

Bob Keaunui (left) was inducted for his efforts in
volunteering for over 30 years to help youth and
adult beginners on the Windward side of Oahu to learn to love the game.
Rick Fried (right), a well-known attorney, was chosen for his outstanding performance on the tennis
courts: winning four Kailua Racquet Club Night Doubles titles, being ranked among the top 10 in open
singles, and being #1 in his age group every year he has been eligible.

Attention Mission Control: Sen. Mike Gabbard and Ka polei
Middle School 8th grade students have successfully landed on

the moon after their October 14, 2008 launch from
the Challenger Center Hawaii at Barbers Point Eleme ntary!

Well, sort of... The Challenger Center Hawaii is an exciting, hands-on facility which utilizes space
exploration as a theme and enables students from across the state to work in cooperative teams to
solve real-life mathematics, science, and technology problems during a space flight simulation.

Senator Gabbard was happy to sit in on the voyage and was impressed by the facility, the knowledge
and professionalism of the students-turned-astronauts, and of course, the Leeward DOE instructors
and Challenge Center crew members Liane Kim, Susan Lum, Elanor Onizuka, and Wendell Thomas.



