
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aloha Friends,   
 

It's been a tough couple of weeks with the start of the teacher furloughs. As a 
lifelong-educator, I'm very disappointed as students stand to lose 17 instructional 
days this school year. I assure you that I'm working with my colleagues to find the 
best way to resolve this crisis. 
 

I wish you and your ohana happiness and health and hope you have a 
nice Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends. My prayers go out 
to the troops who are currently serving overseas. ¸ƻǳΩǊe all 
appreciated and missed here at home.  Please contact me if I can help 
you in any way. My email is sengabbard@capitol.hawaii.gov and my 
phone number is 586-6830.  Me ka pumehana, 
 

 

Listen-Story 
 

My next Listen-Story meeting will be at Waikele 
Starbucks on Saturday, November 21st, from 9:00 - 
10:00 am. I hope to see you there. The photo at right is 
from last month's meeting at the Kapolei Starbucks. 
 

Interisland Wind Project Would Move Us 
Toward Clean Energy 
 

On October 29th, I attended a news conference at the 
Governor's Office announcing that the state was issuing 
a request for proposals for the environmental impact 
statement for the interisland wind project. This process 
is expected to take up to two years. 
 

The state is currently working on a projeŎǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ плл a² ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƭƻƪŀΩƛ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŀΩƛ ǘƻ hŀƘǳ Ǿƛŀ ŀƴ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎŜŀ ŎŀōƭŜΦ CƛǊǎǘ ²ƛƴŘ Iŀǿŀƛϥƛ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ нлл a² ǿƛƴŘ ŦŀǊƳ ƻƴ aƻƭƻƪŀΩƛ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ϧ /ƻƻƪŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴ [ŀƴŀΩƛΦ I9/h ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛes to upgrade our electricity grid so that it 
can handle this amount of wind power. There will be public meetings in the near future where people can learn more 
about the project and weigh in. In the meantime, you can check out www.interislandwind.com to learn more. 
 

Prepare Your Family for Possible Outbreak of Swine Flu 
 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǿƛƴŜ Ŧƭǳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
administration to be more vigilant to prevent the spread of the virus in our state. So far ǿŜΩǾŜ 
had well over 3,500 confirmed cases and 11 deaths. Just this month, President Obama declared 
the swine flu outbreak a national emergency. (More on Page 2.) 
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(Continued from Swine Flu story on Page 1)  On October 27th, the state Department of Health (DOH) held a press conference 
ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǿƛƴŜ Ŧƭǳ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀōƭŜΣ LΩŘ Ǌecommend you get the 
H1N1 vaccine as soon as possible. Right now, the DOH has identified the following groups to be first in line to get the 
vaccine: healthcare and emergency medical services personnel; pregnant women; caregivers for children younger 
than age 6 months; people from age 6 months through 24 years; and, persons aged 25 through 64 years who have 
health conditions. Please visit http://hawaii.gov/health/flu-hawaii-gov/vaccination.html to find out the latest 
information on the swine flu vaccine. 

 

ά.EEέƛƴƎ ŀ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜ WǳŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ±ERY Sweet! 
 

What an honor it was to again judge the YŀǇƻƭŜƛ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ 
contest at their 5th Annual Halloween event on October 28th. This 
year, my judging counterparts were Representative Sharon Har and 

Marya Zoller, the Director of the Public Libraries Branch of the Hawai'i State Public 
Library System. We fit right in wearing our bumblebee caps with flapping wings! 
There were roughly 650 people who attended the event and enjoyed watching K-6 
graders having a great time as their favorite character for Halloween. I hope to 
participate again next year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to Caroline Coleman, the Children's 
Librarian at the Kapolei Public Library, for 
coordinating this fun family event.  
 
 

Makakilo Elementary's Choral Music Program a Hit 
 

Makakilo Elementary School has launched a new afterschool Choral Music 
program for students, grades Kindergarten ς 5th. The chorus has 80-members 
and will be performing at festivals and venues around the island this Christmas 

season. The program began under the 
leadership of school principal, Sean Tajima. 
 

If you'd like more information about the 
following performances, please give him a 
call at 672-1122. Hope you can make it to 
one the performances. 
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Î November 19th, 3:00-7:30pm 
Christmas Shake-Out Festival at Mid Pac 
 

Î November 29th, 4:00pm 
LCC Annual Christmas Concert 
 

Î December 3rd, 7:30-8:00pm 
Ward Warehouse Amphitheater 
 

Î December 16th, 8:00-8:45pm 
Ala Moana Center Stage 
 

Î December 17th, 8:30-9:30pm 
Makakilo Elementary School Cafeteria 
 

Î December 20th, 5:00-6:00pm 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Main Lobby 

 



 

 

Leeward Young Artist Awards 
 

Who says you have to go to a gallery to see good art?  If you happened to 
be in West Oahu recently you could have visited the 16th Annual Leeward 
Young Artist Awards at Kapolei Hale on November 3rd.  The annual event 
recognizes and encourages talented youth from Pearl City to Waianae in 
grades K-12.  Walmart served as the lead sponsor for the program this 
year. Other sponsors of the event were the Mayor's Office of Culture and 
the Arts and the Department of Education Leeward District. 
 

The following is a list of this year's finalists and winners in the Kapolei 
area. Their artwork will be available for public viewing at Kapolei Hale 
from November 2nd ς 6th. Kapolei Middle School 7th-grade student Julie 
Kuratsu's winning art will be displayed at the James Campbell Building for 
one year. 
 

Kapolei Middle School  
Julia Kuratsu, Grade 7 - Winner 
Bahia Kelly, Grade 6 - Finalist 
Jennifer Yoon, Grade 8 - Finalist 
 

Kapolei Elementary  
Paul Wyatt Russell, Grade K - Finalist 
Charlene Saguiped, Grade K - Finalist 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support for Royal Kunia Elementary School 
 

I submitted testimony to the Board of Education regarding the Department of Education's Capital Improvement 
Budget Request for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 on October 15th. I've been working closely with many Royal Kunia residents 
concerning school overcrowding in their community. The existing elementary school serving the community is 
Kaleiopuu Elementary.  This school was designed for a capacity of 750 students, but now has 960 students. A much 
needed new elementary school for Royal Kunia has been delayed for a number of years due to financial troubles 
experienced by a previous developer.  In my testimony, I requested that the DOE consider moving 
Royal Kunia Elementary higher on the DOE's Capital Improvement priority list. I pointed out that it's 
essential we move forward on this important project to coincide with the construction of the 2,000 
new homes that are planned for the area. While the BOE voted to leave Royal Kunia at the same 
place on its priority list, it's important to note that as it stands, it will be the 5th new school to be 
built in our state. The new Kapolei II Elementary is the 2nd new school on their priority list and East 
Kapolei Middle School is 4th. 
 

 

 

Barbers Point Elementary  
En'Deyah Jack, Grade 2 - Finalist 
Teah Laupapa, Grade 2 - Finalist 
Jordyn Lono, Grade 2 - Finalist 
Aiden Sutherland, Grade 2 - Finalist 
 

Makakilo Elementary  
Justin Khamninh, Grade 1 - Finalist 

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulating K���‰�}�o���]���D�]�����o���[�•���:�µ�o�]�����<�µ�Œ���š�•�µ���~�����}�À���•�U 

2009 winner of a Leeward Young Artist Award, are (from 
left) Senator Mike Gabbard, her art teacher Daryle 

Mishina, Councilman Nestor Garcia, and Kunia/Waipahu 
Walmart Store Manager Debbie Shima. 

Bahia  Justin  

Aiden  Jordyn  �(�Q�·�'�H�\�D�K 

Jennifer  Charlene  

Paul  Teah  


